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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-381
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Carter
Date of Introduction: June 12, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: 

Date of Analysis: June 14, 2012
Type of Action: City Charter amendment; authorization for voter referendum
Bill Summary: The bill amends the City Charter to delay the resumption of the two-term limits for the City’s constitutional officers – Sheriff, Supervisor of Elections, Property Appraiser, Tax Collector and Clerk of the Courts – to the elections held in 2012, upon voter approval via separate referenda.  The bill authorizes and directs the Supervisor of Elections to conduct the referenda on the November 6, 2012 general election ballot.
Background Information: In 1992 the citizens of Jacksonville amended the Charter to apply 2-term limits to the constitutional officers.  The term limit provision was challenged in court and 2002 the Florida Supreme Court invalidated the term limit on the clerk of the courts, and by extension on the other constitutional officers.  Recently the Supreme Court reversed its previous ruling and upheld the constitutionality of term limits.  That ruling raises the question of whether the currently-serving constitutional officers are bound immediately by the term limit and, if they have already served two terms, whether they are precluded from seeking further re-election.  This bill would amend the City Charter to provide that the 2-term limit for Jacksonville’s constitutional officers will begin with the election conducted in 2012; thus currently-serving officers could run for two terms in addition to whatever terms they may have already served.
Policy Impact Area: Term limitations on constitutional officers
Fiscal Impact: Depends on the length of the November 2012 ballot and whether the 5 additional referenda would cause the need for another ballot page and/or additional absentee ballot mailing costs.
Analyst: Clements
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